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let's take a poll: You might have
seen a report, in the 1/88 Friends Jour-

aI, -. a r'2ce ....•. :!'1"=r 2. dia: c ec ~~-

tween delegations from Friends General
Conference and the Unitarian-Universal-
ist Association. But you probably did
not see the letters about it in the
Unitarian magazine, the U-U Morld. I
did though, and they were very enthu-
siastic about it. In fact, two wanted
action instead of just talk between the
two bodies. As one writer summed it up:

"I hope for eventual organic
union ... religious liberals need, more
than ever, to consolidate their
strength. I am not at all put off by
minor differences in our background, and
I think the name, Unitarian-Universalist
Friends, has a nice ring to it."

I found this a very provocative
suggestion. So, here's the question:
Do you think "eventual, organic union"

e+ eep ~GC ar~ +~e UUu auld e:

A. A good idea,
B. A bad idea, or
C. Have no opinion, and
D. Why, or Mhy not?(Briefly.)

Related questions to ponder: Are
Quaker-Unitarian differences really only
minor? Can all FGC Friends be considered
"religious liberals"? How does "Unitar-
ian-Universalist Friend" sound to you?
let me know, and I will report the
results, plus my own views, soon.

One other report needs to be up-
dated: Last month we noted a rumor that
F~C as 0 t e verge of oving its of-
fices out of Friends Center in Philadel-
phia. But the verge was as close as
thev came: Money concerns reportedly
soured that deal, so FGC will be staying
awhile at what some call the Quaker
Vatican; but they're still looking.

Speaking of staying put, a booklet
arrived recently from the prolific pen
of Kenneth Boulding, Friend extraordi-
naire of Boulder, Colorado. It is a
collection of autobiographical Sonnets
On Courtship, "arriage and Fa.ily, pub-
lished by Peaceable Kingdom Press, Box
5337, Bloomington IN 47407, for $2.50.
"In a century of tragedy," he writes,
"it may seem almost indecent to record
products of a very happy life. I met
my princess, we were married, and with a
few footnotes, lived happily ever af-
ter." Indecent? Hardly. Here we can
:a ole 0.I I ~our of y favorite lines,
from Number XXV:

"'Shall ye be happy in so vast a night,
How dare ye light a lamp when no stars

shine! '
But they who hold a torch need fear no

dar k,
They can outlast the flood, who build an

ar k, "

Yours in the light,
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THEY CO"E IN FORCE, WITH STEALTHY STRIDE

It would be all too easy to make a joke
out of the latest revelations of FBI spying
on groups that have challenged the adminis-
tration's foreign policy, especially regard-
ing Central America. At least, it would be
easy as far as Friends are concerned.

Let's recall the background briefl
In 1981 the FBI began an investigation o. S
leftwing group called the Committee I 50.:-
darity ith the People of EI Salvador ~T=_
0ES. O' oor~edl to fi d out e~~er i: n::

=_:-- a::

e- :2=~1:e its :a: 0; ~es_::s. t~e
probe rapidly turned into a nationwide fish-
ing expedition, involving surveillance of
groups of many sorts which had little or

ot ing to do with CISPES. The whole thing
:a e :l__.ic "o:':e last O"t, it

orce: to re.eSS2 as :~e result of a Freedo
o for ation ct lawsuit.

The FBI's program was a sweeping one,
authorized as a "Foreign Intelligence/Terror-
ism" inquiry. It incl~ded intensive physical
surveillance, photographs, wiretaps, infil-
tration of meetings and monitoring of many
other kinds of activity. In addition, the
CCR ad collecte~ reports of more than 100

solveo break-ins and burglaries during the
:last our ears at offices and churches where
orotes. actl ities ere being organized.

d They've Got a Little List

It is not clear at this writing to what
extent the FBI may have been involved in
t ese burglaries, but they had the classic

ar S o. i tellice ce "black bag jobs": Few
a:_3:.es ere ta en. but many files and

O. er re:crcs ere s:o:e, or destroyed.

FBI g'i:elines on domestic investiga-
tions supposedl rule out such break-ins

ithout arra ts. But CCR pointed out that
investigations in the "Foreign Intelligence
/Terrorism" category permit such "unconsented
physical surveillance," as official jargon
calls it. It is also known that the FBI has
made increased use of "free-lance" private
intelligence operators, who could have car-
ried out some of the break-ins without having
to worry about restraining regulations.

Among the documents released by CCR was
a list of over 130 groups. This list had

been sent to all 59 FBI field offices to
indicate who needed surveillance. Manv of
the groups on it were political, and s
qui te far to the 1eft. There were al so hum •.._
rights and labor groups, including Amnesty
International and the United Auto Workers.
But at least 37 of the entries on the list
ere reliQious oroanizations, running the
ga ut fro~ Catholi~ to Jewish to Muslim, with

ore Catholic than any other.

And of these 37, four were Quaker: TMin
Cities "eeting in Minneapolis, MN; the Dal-

as TI, Friends Service 6roup; the Friends
eace Co ittee of Philadelphia Yearly Meet-
g; and a vaguely identified .Friends Reli-

gious Society. in Chicago. Other documents
ndicated that Friends from the Jacksonville,
lorida "eeting and from Oklaho.a City had
also been targeted.

ForNard On The Foe?

just how intensive the surveillance of
Quaker groups became is not yet clear; most
documents had large areas blacked out, and
many more have yet to come out. Even so,
many aspects of this surveillance of Friends
re little short of preposterous.

For one thing, it is not exactly diffi-
cult to find out what these groups have been
p to: when I made phone calls to members of
lmost all the affected groups, they spoke
openly about their efforts, and to some of
them I was a complete stranger calling out of
the blue. Besides which, most of them
haven't exactly been trying to hide what they
were doing. As Mary Day Kent of the Friends
Peace Committee ironically put it: "We spend
so much of our energy trying to communicate
with the government anyway, and it looks like
only the FBI is paying any attention."

Then, too, the list of their activities
is neither very long nor, for that matter,
very radical. It comes down to about what
you would expect: Involvement in the Sanc-
tuary movement by Dallas and Twin Cities;
donations to various relief and reconstruc-
tion efforts by Jacksonville and 57th Street
Meeting in Chicago. All had held meetings
and discussions on Central America, and there
was a Quaker-sponsored vigil at the Post
Office in Oklahoma Citv. Most had had 0
minimal contact with CISPES, except for t
Friends Peace Committee, which had been in
coalitions with it in the Philadelphia area.

And not least on the silly side, there
is Friends' organizational style, of which we



A SPECIAL
JERRV

REPORT ON
FALWELL

With Jim and Tammy Bakker gone, and
scandal now engulfing TV preacher Jimmy
Swaggart, Rev. Jerry Falwell and his televi-
sion ministry are emerging as the biggest
survivors in this controversial field. But
what of Falwell? Can his own record stand
close scrutiny? And what are his plans for
the future, especially once his close ally
Ronald Reagan leaves the White House? Has
he really "retired" from the Moral Majority
and the New Christian Right?

Chuck Fager has looked into these ques-
tions, and put his answers into a special
two-part, 25 page report. It examines Fal-
well's record of questionable fundraising
tactics; it analyzes his newly-published
autobiography for clues as to what drives
Falwell; and outlines the hushed-up scandal
that has demoralized the New Right.

This report is available now for $5.00
postpaid. Use the coupon to order.
----------------------ORDER FORM

Please send me Copy(ies) of Chuck Fa-
ger's Special report on Jerry Falwell. My
payment of $5.00 per copy, postpaid, is
enclosed.
NAME _

ADDRESS _

_____________ ZIP _

Mail to: Falwell Report, P.O. Box 1361,
Falls Church VA 22041



THREE SURPRISING STORIES ABOUT
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.--

* Was Dr. King a Socialist?
* Why was he so unafraid of death?
* What did he learn from Gandhi about

going to jail?

In 1965, Chuck Fager was a civil
rights worker in Selma, Alabama. There he
worked under Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
watching him closely during very tense
hours, and spending a night with him in the
Selma jail.

On 2/8/1986, Chuck Fager spoke about
these experiences at Foulkeways, a Quaker
retirement center in Pennsylvania. His
talk, which recounted incidents not
published anywhere else, focussed on the
surprising answers to these three
questions. It was also expertly recorded,
and is now available on cassette for $5.95
postpaid. Use the coupon to order:

ORDER FORM
Please send me cassette(s) of
Fager's talk on Dr. Martin Luther
$5.95 is enclosed for each copy.

Chuck
King.

Send to: NAME _
ADDRESS _

_____________________________ ZIP _

Send to: Fager Tape, P.O. Box 1361
Falls Church VA 22041



This 1S more than a puzzle: it's an
insult. ! called AFSC in Philadelphia and
demanded an e;.:planation. After all, the
group aust be slipping when it spends fifteen
million dollars of God's monev every year on
social activism and yet the FBI, which was
once allover it like a rash, doesn't even
notice. But all their spokesperson had to
offer was chuckles and references to the fact
that the AFSC has twice sued the Bureau over
earlier spying and won. With this record, he
wondered, maybe the Bureau decided to walk
the line this time. A likely story.

First Da; 'JrG:no. Yet the closest thiGg to
a malor olaver the Society of Friends has in
the field of organized troublemaking, espe-
cially on Central America issues, didn't even
make the Bureau's top 130. I don't get it.

No, what the feds didn't understand is
that any terrorist groupdumb enought to look
to to us for real support would soon be out
of business; by the time we got through with
them they'd think they were trapped in a Far
Side cartoon, and look to the FBI with re-
lief. Perhaps this explains why no one I
spoke to could recall any hard evidence of
actual surveillance, though most took it for
:-ranted. After all. even FBI agents must

are so (humbly) proud, and which would make
us surely one of the weakest links in anv
effective guerilla support network. Take

tuary, for in5tanc~: some meetings la-
ba ed for months over whether to participate;
and some whc did have since spent more months
reconsidering their action.

- -- --. - - _. - ::0 = _ I:: _ •

Uhen The Foe.an Bears His Steel

Onlv one group, the Friends For a Non-
iolent World(FNVW} in Minneapolis, reported

anv physical intrusions: A window was broken
bv a steel BB shot some time ago. But then,
~t is not officially a Quaker group, though

was started by and is still closely asso-
ted with local Friends.

Uhat~ Never? Uell~ Hardly Ever But if the FBI surveillance of Quakers
as revealed by CCR seems scripted more by
Gilbert and Sullivan than J. Edgar Hoover,
that is not true of other groups on their
list. Manv activists have received death
threats; many churches and other groups have
had their offices broken into or vandalized.
One church in Cambridge, Massachusetts has
been burglarized no less than nine times.

Maybe this explains why no one seemed
very worried about being watched. "We've
talked about how to respond to this sort of
thing at Twin Cities Meeting," said John
Martinson of Minneapolis, "and my suggestion
is that we put the FBI on our mailing list.
. et's send them our minutes and newsletter."
Ellen Danielson, former clerk of Dallas Meet-
ing and a Sanctuary activist, was proud to
SEe the Dallas Friends Service Group on the

- :.•..•..~s .

Even my own beloved Langley Hill Meeting
was touched bv this. In 1986 we decided,
after the usual lengthy deliberation, to put
a series of crosses on our lawn to comme-
morate and protest the unnecessary deaths in
Central America. When the ~~~~L~qt~~~~~t,
some months later, took note of their pre-
sence, they were soon knocked down in the
night, and rightist slogans spray-painted on
t~= ro;: G ~ ;rD~t. It was 0 big deal--Qr
was It! The crosses did not go back up.

But the lack of real secrets to hunt for
does not explain the one major, glaring omis-
sion from the documents. Reading through
them, I kept asking, "But, ••here is the A.er-
ican Friends Service Coa.ittee??" Here was
a probe in which the FBI Director sent a
special letter to a Florida field office,
telling them not to stop tracking the activi-
ties of tiny Jacksonville Meeting, which is
luckv if it gets ten people at worship on a

Perhaps that is why my own response to
the overall rather ginger treatment of
Friends in this latest round of federal
spying is to think it merits both gratitude
and some self-examination. Certainlv it
should not lull us into letting it pass
without protest. If they can get away with
it this time despite the exposure, we'll
regret it sooner or later.
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THIS HOHTH IH QUAKER HISTORY

H.J. ste ied on 2i11i1967, in
New York. He had been a key figure of
the American peace movement since before
World War Two. One history of the Viet-
nam protests describes him as "arguably
the single most important person to
oppose the war in the early days." He
was also a Friend, though this was lit-
tle known in his later years. Trained
as a conservative Dutch Reformed pastor,
he joined Providence Meeting in Rhode
Island during World War One when he dis-
covered Christian pacifis .

T en, in 2i1919. Muste joined the
famous textile workers strike in law-

renee, Massachusetts. This started him
on a long detour through left-wing poli-
tics, which took him to Marxism and talk
of revolution. But a mystical exper-
ience in 1936 brought him back to reli-
gious pacifism to stay. A longtime
staff member of the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation, Muste's formal ties to
Friends lapsed about 1960. Yet he still

spoke of himself as a Quaker, and to
The Society as one of the family.

Muste was often arrested in peace-
ful protests. A wee: before e died, he

as tried 0 c aroe: 0' r;:oc i 10 t~le av
to New York's draft induction center.

QUAKER CHUCKLES

How Dry H~ lias

"You mean you can't buy liquor
there at all?" asked his companion.

Many years ago, when Friends were
among the pillars of the Temperance
movement, two travelling salesmen were
talking about experiences on their mid-
western circuit, and one mentioned a
Quaker settlement in Iowa. "Now there's
a dry town for you," he declared.

"Only for snakebite," the
salesman affirmed. "And there's

first
only

one snake in town, too. The last time I
was there, I waited in line for half the
day, but bv the time I got to him that
darn snake was too tired to bite."
The Light Began To Daw»

One afternoon during World War Two,
a local dignitary visited a Quaker CPS
camp, and watched the men at work on an
irrigation ditch. After awhile he turn-
ed to the .camp director and said, "Are
these men really conscientious object-
ors? They look perfectly normal to me."

-- --------------


